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The Debate around Masks and how Effective Communication Helps Solve the Issue
Following the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic towards the end of last year, masks have gained prominence among individuals worldwide. Face masks are one of the preventive measures recommended by governments and public health agencies to combat the spread of the pandemic. Supposing that around 95 percent of the citizens in the United States wear masks, this would result in the prevention of around 33000 fatalities in the country (Kelley, 2020). However, not everyone supports the notion of wearing masks. Notably, the opponents of wearing of facemask argue that the mask requirement does not necessarily counter the spread of the pandemic, they may result in other health risks, they may result in severe social impacts, and they limit freedom. Such concerns have raised a heated debate on whether the wearing of masks should be made mandatory or optional. Effective communication can be used to solve the controversy surrounding the wearing of masks. Arguably, effective communication can be used to explain the benefits of wearing a facemask, how to wear a facemask effectively and to negotiate negative beliefs about the wearing of facemasks. 
Effective communication can be used to explain the benefits of wearing a facemask. The wearing of facemasks is essential, especially during this time when the world is battling the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic is wreaking havoc in the majority of the countries worldwide, and governments and public health agencies have recommended the wearing of facemasks as an essential intervention to counter the spread of the pandemic. However, in order to convince people to fully abide by this directive, effective communication is an essential tool in explaining the resulting benefits. For example, people explaining the benefits of wearing facemasks to the general public should ensure that message is precise, reliable, and clear (Mehta, 2017). A clear message implies that it is simple and easy to understand by the recipients. A reliable message implies that the communicator should deliver the message to the best of their knowledge. Precise implies that information should be short and direct to the point. Having discussed the use of effective communication in explaining the benefits of wearing facemasks, attention now shifts to the second argument.
In addition, effective communication can be used to explain how to wear a facemask effectively. It is not a surprise that not all people know how to wear masks effectively. Therefore, there is a need to communicate effectively in educating people on how they can wear masks effectively. For example, people can use gentle and demonstrations when explaining how masks should be worn effectively. People should wash their hands before putting on masks, they should ensure that their masks cover their nose and mouth, and they should also ensure that they dispose of them or store them in clean bags (Kelley, 2020). Such measures should be explained in clear and simple language for better apprehension by the recipients. Moreover, when explaining these measures, the communicators should remain courteous and observe respect for all recipients. This paragraph has discussed how effective communication can be used to explain how masks should be won effectively. 
Besides, effective communication can be used to negotiate negative beliefs about the wearing of facemasks. Sometimes it may be difficult to convince people to change their behaviors, but with effective communication, it can be possible to negotiate such beliefs (Prince-Pau& Kelley, 2017). One of the arguments presented by the opponents of wearing facemasks is that they may expose people to health risks. Other there might be some truth in this argument, it has been scientifically proven that wearing facemasks reduces the spread of airborne diseases. Therefore, effective communication, such as the use of facts, can be used to negotiate with the opponents on how they can loosen their beliefs. If the opponents of wearing facemasks are presented with facts about the wearing of masks, they may be convinced to shun their beliefs. However, this communication should be non-judgmental since it is ethical to respect the values and beliefs of other people. This paragraph has discussed how effective communication can be used to negotiate people's beliefs about the wearing of facemasks. 
In conclusion, facemasks have gained popularity recently due to the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic. The wearing of facemasks has been argued as one of the most effective interventions to counter the spread of the pandemic. However, not all people buy the idea of wearing facemasks. Therefore, effective communication can be used to solve the stalemate surrounding the wearing of facemasks. Arguably, effective communication can be used to explain the benefits of wearing a facemask, how to wear a facemask effectively and to negotiate negative beliefs about the wearing of facemasks. 
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